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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Committee is established to identify issues, 

opportunities and challenges of natural resources 

management in Sierra Leone in the years spanning the turn 

of the 21
st
 Century and provide the framework for CRC to 

advise on developing country-specific strategies to 

interactively manage natural resources and climate change. 

The subcommittee was engaged in Civic Education and 

Public Consultations for MDA`s within Western Area, from 

September to December, 2014 in other to meet the targeted 

stakeholders. 

In view of the above, Fourteen MDA`s were consulted and 

three experts engagements were held for committee 

members.  
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1. Yone E. Sesay - Chairman 

2. Jamesina King  

3. Prof. E. J. B. Thompson 

4. Elizabeth Mans 

5. John O. Benjamin 

6. Eldred Collins 

7. Joseph H. Bangura  

8. Alimamy D. Conteh 

 

David N. Kamara – Admin Asst. 

Nicky Spencer-Coker – LTA  

Abdulia S. Kamara - Intern 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION AGENCY, AT THEIR OLD RAIL WAY LINE OFFICE IN 

FREETOWN, ON THE 28TH AUGUST, 2014 AT 11:30 A.M. 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers by all present. 

The chairman of the sub-committee on Land, Natural resources and the Environment, Mr. 

Yoni E. Sesay, also doubled as chairman for the meeting. 

In his opening statement, he informed the meeting that the issue of Land, Natural Resources 

and the Environment is a proposed new chapter to be included in the 1991 constitution of 

Sierra Leone during this review process. 

On this note he advised that, they should look at the consultation as non-political and that 

they should be free to do their contributions as an institution and as individuals and that they 

should be nationalistic. 

The chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution, and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman.  

 Members of the sub-committee also advised members of the Agency to handle the 

documents with all importance it deserved. 

The Director EPA (Hajaratu Jalloh) welcomed all and she was very pleased to have us as 

members of the Constitutional Review Committee to deliberate on the review process which 

is very significant to them as an institution and they are in readiness to make their 

contribution to the process. 

The meeting deliberated extensively on the various issues and made the following 

recommendations, that: 

 Climate change should now be a human right issue 

 to educate citizens on Natural and Environmental issues  

 there should be adequate security at sea 

 there should be coordination amongst members 

 EPA to be a standalone institution 

 EPA should be free from political interference 

  We should Protect the land 

 Health and sanitation….. 

 Constitution is silent about Natural Resources 

 EPA is decentralized 

 EPA to collaborate with other stakeholders like MDA`S like Ministry of agriculture 

etc. 

 EPA to be part of the signing of all foreign investment contracts in Sierra Leone. 

 there is need for the establishment of a fast-tract Environmental Court 
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After the deliberations, the chairman requested that the EPA should come up with a 

position paper which will guide the consultation process in the future. 

In the absence of any other business, the meeting was adjourned indefinitely. 

Key Issues: 

 EPA to collaborate with other stakeholders like MDA`S e.g, ministry of agriculture 

etc. 

 EPA to be part of the signing of all foreign investment contracts in Sierra Leone. 

 there is need for the establishment of a fast-tract Environmental Court  

 

 

Presentation of the 1991 constitution and other CRC documents to the Director Environmental Protection 

Agency 

 

Staffs of EPA and CRC subcommittee members on Natural Resources 



5 
 

REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MARITIME WING OF 

THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY, ON THE 28TH AUGUST, 2014 AT 2:30 P.M 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers by all present. 

The Chairman of the sub-committee on Land, Natural Resources and the Environmental, Mr. 

Yoni E. Sesay, also doubled as chairman for the meeting. 

In his opening statement, he informed the meeting that the issue of Land, Natural Resources 

and the Environment is a proposed new chapter to be included in the 1991constition of Sierra 

Leone during this review process. 

On this note he advised that, they should look at the consultations as non-political and that 

they should be free to make their contributions as an institution and as individuals, and that 

they should be nationalistic. 

The Chairman presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution,   and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman of the Constitutional Review Committee 

and explained them in details. He encouraged them to come up with position paper and to fell 

the various submission forms. 

Members of the sub-committee also advised members of the Maritime Wing to handle the 

documents with all importance it deserved. 

The Commander-in-charge of the Maritime Wing, Capt. S. Kanu, welcomed members of the 

sub-committee and informed them that he had permission from his superiors in the Army 

before he permitted us to feel free to meet with them. He therefore advised his colleagues to 

be open in their submissions and feel free to make valuable inputs. 

The meeting discussed a lot on constitutional and other inter-ministerial issues and came up 

with the following recommendations that: 

 The name Maritime Wing should be changed to Navy 

 The current mandate should be reviewed  

 The proposed Navy should be capacitated to combat potential enemies at sea 

 Navy to protect the resources in and below the sea 

 Request was made for a formidable Air Force to enhance their protection effort 

 Special budgetary provision for the proposed Navy wing 

 Maritime Police to cover the sea within 12 nautical miles and to arrest and prosecute 

 The recommended that maritime be given a special account or Budget allocation  

 

After the deliberations, the Chairman requested that the Maritime wing should come up with 

a position paper which will guide the consultation process in the future. 

In the absent of any other business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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KEY Issues: 

 The name Maritime Wing should be changed to Navy 

 Special budgetary provision for the proposed Navy wing 

 Navy to protect the resources in and below the sea 

 

Capt. S. Kanu commander in-charge of the Maritime Wing receiving CRC working documents 

Staffs of Maritime Wing and Natural Resources Subcommittee members 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE 3RD INFANTRY 

BRIGADE OF THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY, ON THE 1ST SEPTEMBER, 2014 AT 

2:30 P.M. 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers by all present. 

The chairman of the sub-committee on Land, Natural resources and the Environment, Mr. 

Yoni E. Sesay, also doubled as chairman for the meeting. 

In his opening statement, he informed the meeting that the issue of Land, Natural Resources 

and the Environment is a proposed new chapter to be included in the 1991 constitution of 

Sierra Leone during this review process. 

On this note he advised that, they should look at the consultation as non-political and that 

they should be fee to do their contributions as an institution and as individuals and that they 

should be nationalistic. 

The chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution, and the Dr. Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman.  

 Members of the sub-committee also advised members of the Agency to handle the 

documents with all importance it deserved. 

The commander joint command force, Col. M. O. Mansaray, welcomed members present and 

open the dialogue. 

The meeting deliberated extensively on the following issues and came up with the following 

recommendations: 

 All encroached Military properties should be regained by the Army 

 There should be a policy on Land acquisition for the Sierra Leone Army 

 The Army has a great deal of discomfort with the ministry of Lands, country Planning 

and the Environment 

 Ministry of lands, Country Planning and the Environment should re-demarcate all 

military lands nationwide 

 Health facilities for Army personnel is not forthcoming 

 No health insurance for Military personnel 

 To review MACP (Military Aid To Civil Police) document 

 Need for increased Military capacity 

 All Military personnel should be housed in barracks for easy control 

 We need to change the following names : Maritime Wing to Navy and Air Wing to 

Air force 

 Parliamentary oversight committee on security should make frequent visit to military 

barracks nationwide. 
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After the deliberations, the chairman requested that the 3
rd

 Infantry Brigade of the Sierra 

Leone Army should come up with a position paper which will guide the consultation 

process in the future. 

In the absence of any other business, the meeting was adjourned indefinitely. 

Key Issues: 

 We need to change the following names : Maritime Wing to Navy and Air Wing to 

Air force 

 All Military personnel should be housed in barracks for easy control 

 Need for increased Military capacity 

 All encroached Military properties should be regained by the Army 

 The Army has a great deal of discomfort with the ministry of Lands, country Planning 

and the Environment 

 Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment should re-demarcate all 

military lands nationwide 

 No health insurance for Military personnel 

 

Commander 3
rd

 Infantry Brigade at Murray town barracks 
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Round table meeting with CRC members and the 3
rd

 Infantry Brigade 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF LANDS, 

COUNTRY PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT AT THE MINISTRY’S 

CONFERENCE ROOM, YOUYI BUILDING, FREETOWN, ON THE 4th 

SEPTEMBER, 2014 AT 11:30 A.M. 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers by all present. 

The Chairperson of the sub-committee on Natural Resources Land, and the Environment, Mr. 

Yoni E. Sesay, who also doubled as the chairman for the meeting, in his opening statement, 

informed the meeting that the issue of Natural Resources, Land and the Environment is a 

proposed new chapter to be included in the 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone during the 

review process. 

On this note he advised that, the ministry should look at the consultation as non-political and 

that they should be free to make their contributions as an institution and as individuals and 

that they should be nationalistic. 

The Chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution, and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman of the Constitutional Review Committee 

and explained them in detail. 

He also advised that the institutions should produce position paper and complete the various 

submission forms to be submitted to the CRC to enhance the process. 

Other members of the sub-committee also advice in their own way for the consultations to be 

given the attention it deserved. 

The Deputy Secretary who severed as the co-chairman of the meeting welcomed all and he 

was very pleased to have us as members of the Constitutional Review Committee. 

He explained the vision and Mission statement of the Ministry. 

The meeting deliberated extensively on the following issues such as Land grabbing, Lad 

tenure system, Harmonization of the Land system in Western area and the provinces, 

distribution of proceeds from the sale of land to stockholders, preservation of Land for 

Government use and Mining activity amongst others. 

The Deputy Secretary advised the meeting that looking at the nature of the consultations and 

the importance of it, we should do general discussions and come back another time, so that 

the Ministry will be in readiness to response to and make recommendations to the issues 

discussed and the various submission forms and for the preparation of position paper on 

behalf of the Ministry. 

On this note the meeting did not come up with any recommendation and was thereby 

adjourned to any other date to be scheduled by CRC. 
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Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment 

 

Ministry of Lands, Country planning and the Environment 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE SIERRA LEONE 

POLICE AT THEIR POLICE HEADQUATERS, GEORGE STREET FREETOWN, ON 

THE 8TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT 10:30 A.M. 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayer 

The Deputy Inspector General of the Sierra Leone police (Mr. Richard Mbogbe) who chaired 

the meeting in the absence of the Inspector general of Police welcomed the sub-committee 

and apologized for the absence of his boss who was unavoidably absence for the meeting. 

The Ag. Chairperson for the sub-committee Mrs Jamesina King thanked the police 

management team for hosting the sub-committee. 

She explained the purpose of our visit and extended greetings from the Chairman and other 

committee members who are equally engaged with similar job. 

In her statement, she explained the composition of the 80(eighty) man committee which was 

inaugurated in August 2013 and the need for the review as it emanated from the Lome Peace 

Accord and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission recommendation in 2004. 

She encouraged the Sierra Leone Police to feel free as an institution and as individual Sierra 

Leoneans to make frank input for the good of our country. 

Other committee members also reiterated that the process is nonpartisan and should be free 

from politics. 

Responding to the statement from the chairperson and others, the DIG and colleagues were 

well pleased with the statement and consented to make their inputs. 

The meeting deliberated on various issues and came up with the following recommendations, 

that: 

 There should be an environmental crime unit within the police 

 Task force at district and regional level should be maintained 

 There is need for enforcement and robust implementation of laws 

 There is need for a review of the legislative frame work for the police  

 There is need for Registration of Title of ownership for land 

 To synchronize land laws in the western area and the provinces 

  To decentralize land matters at local government level 

 To vet foreign investors criminal record before registration of their business in Sierra 

Leone 

 Police to be notified or involved in any official land registration (selling and 

acquisition) 

 Establishment of  Sierra Leone should be enshrined in the constitution 

 There should be proper coordination amongst MDA’s dealing with Land, Natural 

Resources and the Environment 

 Judiciary to deal with land matters promptly 

 Background check of proposed owners 
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   KEY ISSUES:  

 Establishment of the Sierra Leone should be enshrined in the constitution 

 To vet foreign investors criminal record before registration of their business 

 There should be an environmental crime unit within the police 

 There is need for Registration of Title of ownership for land 

 Judiciary to deal with land matters promptly 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT AT THE MINISTRY’S 

CONFERENCE ROOM, YOUYI BUILDING, FREETOWN ON THE 18TH OCTOBER, 

2014 AT 11:30 A.M. 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers by all present. 

The Ag. Chairperson of the sub-committee on Land, Natural Resources and the Environment, 

Mrs. Jamesina King, in her opening statement, she informed the meeting that the issue of 

Natural Resources, Lands and the Environment is a proposed new chapter to be included in 

the 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone during the review process. 

On this note she advised that, the ministry should look at the consultation as non-political and 

that they should be free to make their contributions as an institution and as individuals and 

that they should be nationalistic. 

The Chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution, and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman of the Constitutional Review Committee 

and explained them in detail. 

She also advised that the institutions should produce position paper and complete the various 

submission forms. 

Other members of the sub-committee also advice in their own way for the consultations to be 

given the attention it deserved. 

The Deputy Minister (Hon. Alieu Kargbo) who chaired the meeting welcomed all and he was 

very pleased to have us as members of the Constitutional Review Committee, though they 

were expecting the sub-committee on Local Government.   

But according to the chairpersons’ opening remarks, the deputy minister confessed that, he 

now realized that the consultation process is very significant to them, looking at the ministry 

as a center of the review. 

The meeting deliberated extensively on the following issues and made recommendations, 

that: 

 there should be Land management committee at all levels of governance 

 proceeds from land should be shared equitably amongst stakeholders  

 there should be constitutional provision for the ministry of Local Government and 

Rural Development 

 there should be harmony on land laws (Provincial and Western Area) 

 there should be reserved  land  for priority use for Government at all chiefdom  levels 

 Environmental officers at all levels should be supported with necessary resources for 

enforcement of Environmental laws 

 Chiefs or the community who should be the custodian of land? 
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KEY ISSUES: 

 There should be land management committee at all levels of governance  

 Proceeds from land should be shared equitably amongst stakeholders  

 There should be constitutional provision for the ministry of Local Government and 

Rural Development 

 There should be reserved land for priority use for Government at all chiefdom levels. 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF 

FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES, ON THE 9TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT 1:30 

P.M AT THEIR MINISTRY`S CONFERENCE ROOM. 

 

The sub-committee on Natural Resources, Lands and the Environment met with the office of 

the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources.  

The Ag. Chairperson of the sub-committee on, Natural Resources, Lands and the 

Environment, Mrs. Jamesina King, in her opening statement, she informed the meeting that 

the issue of Natural Resources, Lands and the Environment is a proposed new chapter to be 

included in the 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone during the review process. 

On this note she advised that, the ministry should look at the consultation as non-political and 

that they should be free to make their contributions as an institution and as individuals and 

that they should be nationalistic. 

The Chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution, and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman of the Constitutional Review Committee 

and explained them in detail. 

She also advised that the institutions should produce position paper and complete the various 

submission forms. 

Other members of the sub-committee also advice in their own way for the consultations to be 

given the attention it deserved. 

Mr. Patrick Sundufu, the Senior Assistant Secretary of the Ministry who co-chaired the 

meeting, welcomed us and encouraged his colleges to make use of the opportunity to make 

their own contributions towards the review process of the 1991 Constitution. 

On this note, the meeting deliberated on the following issues: (Fisheries and Marine) what 

covers Fisheries, How do we secure our waters and resources in it, sustainable access, the 

right to catch fish, control of fishing vessels, Logistic/Resource to run the fishing industry, 

amongst others.  

The Meeting deliberated on the above issues and came up with the following 

recommendations, that: 

 the Government should look at the cost benefit analysis to mine Oil and to Mine Fish 

 the old structures in running institutional mandate should be improved for them to 

perform well 

 dissolve the Ministry of Environment and concentrate  on Environmental Protection 

Agency of visa- vie  

 to educate the people about the Environment 

 Fisheries Act to cover Heath and the Environment 
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 There is need for enough resources for the protection of the Fishes and other marine 

resources 

 That our nautical miles needs to be protected 

 A set of 1.5% of proceeds from the Ministry should be provided to the ministry to 

improve on marine security 

 There should be tenure  of right to access to Fisheries and Marine Resources 

 Separation of right by specification of fish and other marine resources and the 

quantum catch  

 The right to catch fish should be limited to Sierra Leoneans only 

 Subletting right to harvest should be done through the right to access  

 There should be control over fishing vessels 

 Foreign investors should invest through citizens 

 All regulations to control the industry should be put in place 

 Public and Private Partnership is highly recommended in the fishing industry 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY, ON THE 9TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT THE 

MINISTRY`S CONFERENCE ROOM, YOUYI BUILDING, AT 11:30 A.M. 
 

The permanent secretary, Mr. Kargbo who chaired the meeting, in his opening statement, he 

welcomed all and encouraged us as Sierra Leoneans to take the consultations very serious as 

the current 1991 Constitution has a lot of gaps and this is the opportunity for us to make 

valuable inputs to the process as an institution and as individuals. 

The Ag. Chairperson Mrs. Jamesina King in her opening remarks, she informed the meeting 

that the review process came about as a result of the Lomé peace Accord and the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission Recommendations. 

She also informed the meeting that, the sub-committee on Lands, Natural Resources and the 

Environment is not part of the 1991 constitution, but it has been proposed for inclusion as a 

new chapter, we therefore need to give it serious attention. 

The chairperson presented the combined documents of the 1991 Constitution, and the Dr. 

Peter Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the 

Constitutional Review Committee as mandated by the chairman of the Constitutional Review 

Committee and explained them in details. She encouraged the Ministry to come up with 

position paper and to fell the various submission forms. 

Members of the sub-committee also advised members of the Ministry to handle the document 

with all importance it deserved. 

During the interactive session, the meeting deliberated on various issues and came up with 

the following recommendations, that: 

 there should be reserved land for Agricultural activities  

 there is need to restructure and rehabilitate the infrastructure of the Ministry 

 there is need for the enforcement of laws on land use. 

 Government should pay rent for land use 

 there should be proper administration of Government lands 

 the propose land policy should look at Environmental issues 

 there should be a Fast Track Environmental Court 

 Mining companies should not mine within reserved areas 

 Agricultural activities should be decentralized 

 Afforestation should be emphasized 
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 there is need for the protection of wet Lands in townships 

 there should be free hold on Government Lands for Agricultural purposes 

 there should be policy on cattle farming 

 there should be a set percentage on foreign direct investment on land for communities 

 the nation should concentrate on swamp farming and the high land for tree crops to 

reduce global warming 

 there is no trust between the Government and the Land owners in terms of share of 

benefit  

 Burning of bushes unnecessarily should be punishable 

 there should be co-management of forest reserves amongst stake holders 

 Government should educate people about the management of Land, Natural 

Resources and the Environment 

 Farmers should take licenses before farming every year  

 Government should criminalized land grabbers 

 Government should factor the mandate of MDA`S in the constitution to clarify their 

roles and responsibilities 

 There should be Land Policy on Agriculture.  

 

Key issues: 

 there should a fast track Environmental Court 

  Government should factor the mandate of MDA`S in the constitution to clarify their 

roles and responsibilities 

 Farmers should take licenses before farming every year  

 the nation should concentrate on swamp farming and the high land for tree crops to 

reduce global warming 

 Mining companies should not mine within reserved areas 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF 

TOURISM AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS AT THEIR KINGHARMAN ROAD OFFICE 

IN FREETOWN, ON THE 14TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT 11:00 A.M. 
 

The subcommittee on Lands, Natural Resources and the Environment met with the Ministry 

of Tourism and Cultural Affairs. 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers. 

The meeting was chaired by the Permanent Secretary, who welcomed us and briefly 

explained the composition of the Ministry and it mandate. In her statement, she explained that 

the Ministry has two divisions` i. e, Tourism and Cultural Affairs divisions. The Tourism 

division has the Tourist Board which is under it supervision and the Cultural Affairs division 

has the Monuments and Relics Commissions under this division.  

The  Ag. Chairperson, Mrs.Jamesina King in her opening statement, informed the meeting 

that the review process came about as a result of the Lome Peace Accord and the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission Recommendations. 

She also informed the meeting that, the subcommittee on Lands, Natural Resources and the 

Environment is not part of the 1991 constitution, but it has been proposed for inclusion as a 

new chapter, we therefore need to give it serious attention. 

The chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker Report of 2008 and submission forms for all subcommittees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee and explained them in details. She encouraged they Ministry to come up 

with position paper and to fell the various submission forms. 

Members of the subcommittee also advised members of the Ministry to handle the documents 

with all importance it deserve.   

The Deputy Minister Haja Kadijatu Sesay who represented the Minister, encouraged us to 

carry on the good job we are doing and she promised that they will do their best to make 

contribution on behalf of the Ministry. 

At the end of the deliberation, the deputy Minister presented a position paper to the 

committee on behalf of the Ministry. 

See attached copy. 

During the interactive session, the meeting deliberated on various issues and came up with 

the following recommendations, that: 

 let there be separate Ministry for Cultural Affairs and it should be name (Ministry of 

Cultural Affairs and National Orientation) 

 they should review Tourism Act of 1990 

 there should be coordination and cooperation amongst MDA`S 

 the Ministry should handle Copy Write issues (current Tourism Ministry) 

 there should be an Act to replace the Monument and Relics Ordinance of 1947 
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 there should be reserve protected land for Tourism and Cultural Affairs investment in 

all chiefdoms and western Area, including all identified areas 

 the Ministry should be provided with adequate resources  

 there should be coastal Management Board 

 there should be security at beach areas 

 there is no clarity of role amongst sub-vented Agencies and the Ministry 

 

Key Issues: 

 Let there be separate Ministry for Cultural Affairs and it should be name (Ministry of 

Cultural Affairs and National Orientation) 

 There should be coordination and cooperation amongst MDA`S 

 The Ministry should handle Copy Write issues (current Tourism Ministry) 

 There should be an Act to replace the Monument and Relics Ordinance of 1947. 

 

Deputy Minister of Tourism Receiving CRC documents from the Ag. Chairman Person of the sub-committee 
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Consultation with staff of Ministry of Tourism and Cultural Affairs 

 

Deputy Minister and Staff of Ministry of Tourism and Subcommittee members 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF 

WORKS, HOUSING AND INFRASTRUCTURE, ON THE 16TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT 

11:30 
 

The meeting was chaired by the Permanent Secretary Mr. Abdulai Koroma and the meeting 

started with individual silent prayers by all. 

The Ag. Chairperson for the committee on Lands, Natural Resources and the Environment 

Mrs. Jamesina King, explained the purpose of the consultation and encouraged staff of the 

Ministry to talk frankly and to be open in the discussion as Sierra Leoneans and they should 

be free to say what they want to say as citizens and as staff of the Ministry and that their 

views are meant for the consumption of the CRC purpose only. 

The meeting discussed a lot on constitutional and other inter-ministerial issues and came up 

with the following recommendations that: 

 All public buildings should make access for persons with disability 

 There should be sustainable use of land 

 There should coordination amongst MDA’s dealing with Lands, Natural resources 

and the Environment.   

 There is need to plan and develop the infrastructure that will attract foreign investors. 

 All infrastructural programs should be directed to the Ministry of Works. 

 National building code to replace the Freetown improvement Act of 1960 

 Recruitment of enough Building Inspectors 

 Fast track environmental court for Lands, Natural Resources and the Environment. 

 Demolition unit to be transferred from ministry of Lands Country Planning and the 

Environment to the Ministry of works and it should be supported, with no political 

interference. 

 Let there be adequate sources for the ministry to meet its targets 

 Copy of a master plan for all sites should be sent to the Ministry of Works to facilitate 

the issuance of Building permit 

 All site and survey plans should be registered with the administrator and Registrar 

General. 

 Relocation of squatters from unwanted environments to new settlements. 

 There should be policy on energy efficiency for the country 

 Quarry policy should be developed 

 There should be a digital survey system 

 A percentage from the revenue collected for the issuance of Building permit should be 

provided to the Ministry / Division to facilitate their work. 

 

KEY ISSUES: 

 Fast track environmental court for Lands, Natural Resources and the 

Environment 

 National building code to replace the Freetown Improvement Act of 1960 
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 All infrastructural programs should be directed to the ministry of Works 

 All public buildings should have access for persons with disability 

 

Ministry of Works staff and committee members discussing on the review process 

 

Ministry of Works, Housing and Infrastructure 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE OFFICE OF THE 

CHIEF OF STAFF, ON THE 21TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT 11:30 A.M AT STATE 

HOUSE. 
 

The sub-committee on Lands, Natural Resources and the Environment met with the office of 

the Chief of Staff. The following are the units within the office: Strategic Policy Unit, 

Millennium Development Goal, Private and Public partnership Unit, Extractive Industry 

Transparency Initiative. 

The acting chairperson, Mrs. Jamesina King, for the sub-committee briefly explained the 

purpose of our visit and explained the formation of the committee and the review process. 

The Director, Strategic Policy Unit who chaired the meeting guided the meeting to look at the 

thematic issues on Lands, Natural Resources and the Environment from three fronts, i.e. 

Land, Natural Resources and the Environment for better focus. 

The Meeting deliberated on the above issues and came up with the following 

recommendations, that: 

LAND: 

 the land tenure system is a major issue that needs to be reviewed and to be enshrined 

in the constitution. 

 there should not be discrimination amongst citizens for the acquisition of land (Native 

vs. Strangers) this should be deleted in the constitution 

 that land should be owned by Government and the Citizens, managed by a separate 

institution for equitable distribution of the proceeds including corporate 

responsibilities. 

 a proposed Bill was developed but was not passed in to law “ the commercial use of 

Land” 

 there is need for a planning and Regulation Commission on lands 

 there should be a policy for proper coordination amongst MDA’s 

 no form of country planning is going on and it should go on 

 there should be enforcement of building regulations with planned focus 

 enforcement of  land use, zonal housing system 

 Fast track Environmental court 
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NATURAL RESOURCES: 

o there should be an equitable distribution of proceeds from our Minerals by 

providing sustainable social services to citizens 

o there is need for sovereign fund 

o all minerals belong to the Government 

o there is need for reservation of some mine rals for generations to come 

o there should be enforcement on the local content policy 

o to provide policy which will force Foreign companies to partner with local 

companies before approval for investment in sierra Leone and the local should 

have a minimum of 10 % share  

o to provide policy for private public partnership in the fishing industry 

o there is need for inventory of our natural resources in Sierra Leone 

o to set aside a particular set of natural resources for infrastructure 

o we should Research and do planning on natural resources 

ENVIRONMENT: 

 establishment of a fast track environmental court 

 there should be enforcement of the law 

 to adopt Dr. Peter tucker recommendation on Environment 

 improve social protection for sustainable development 

 improve Technology and Infrastructure for future generation 

 there should be a clearly defined role amongst line MDA’s 

 

    GENERAL ISSUES: 

 The unit that coordinates the functions of  MDA’s and the office that 

handles political matters in the office of the president should be 

enshrined in the constitution. 

 There is need for the establishment of an institution that follow up the 

implementation of Cabinet papers.   
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY OF 

HEALTH AND SANITATION AT THEIR YOUYI BUILDING OFFICE IN 

FREETOWN, ON THE 14TH OCTOBER, 2014 AT 11:00 A.M. 
 

The subcommittee on Natural Resources, Lands and the Environment met with the Ministry 

of Health and Sanitation. 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers. 

The meeting was chaired by the Permanent Secretary, who welcomed us and briefly 

explained the composition of the Ministry and it mandate. 

The Ag. Chairperson, Prof. Ekundayoh J. B. Thompson in his opening statement, informed 

the meeting that the review process came about as a result of the Lomé Peace Accord and the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission Recommendations. 

He also informed the meeting that, the subcommittee on Natural Resources, Lands and the 

Environment is not part of the 1991 constitution, but it has been proposed for inclusion as a 

new chapter, we therefore need to give it serious attention. 

The  Ag. Chairman presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution and the 

Dr.Peter Tucker Report of 2008 and submission forms for all subcommittees of the 

Constitutional Review Committee and explained them in details. She encouraged they 

Ministry to come up with position paper and to fell the various submission forms. 

Members of the subcommittee also advised members of the Ministry to handle the documents 

with all importance it deserve.   

The Minister Hon. Fofanah encouraged us to carry on the good job we are doing and he 

promised that they will do their best to make contribution on behalf of the Ministry. 

During the interactive session, the Hon. Minister informed the meeting that because of the 

Ebola disease, most of the senior staff of the Ministry are engaged in very urgent inter-

ministerial and Agency meeting which was also scheduled on the same time with this 

consultation. He therefore advised that we meet again as he is personally interested in hosting 

the subcommittee and any other subcommittee that is related to his Ministry as there are 

plenty constitutional issues that relates to the Ministry which needs to be discussed. 

On this note, the meeting was adjourned to another date to be determined by CRC.  
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Ministry of Health and Sanitation staff and committee members 

 

 

Ministry of Health and sanitation staff and committee members discussing the review process 
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REPORT ON THE COSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE MARITME 

ADMINISTRATION AT THEIR HEAD QUARTER OFFICE, AT GOVERNMENT 

WHARF FREETOWN,ON THE 14TH OCTOBER, 2014  AT 11:00 A.M 
 

The sub-committee on Natural Resources, Land and the Environment met with the Maritime 

Administration. 

 The meeting started with individual silent prayers and special prayer for those infected and 

affected by Ebola. 

The meeting was co-chaired by the chairman of the subcommittee Mr. Yoni E. Sesay and the 

Board Chairman of the Administration Mr. Baka A.S. Kanu, who welcomed us and briefly 

explained the composition and mandate of the Administration. 

The Chairman Mr. Yoni E. Sesay, in his opening statement informed the meeting that the 

review process came about as a result of the Lomé peace Accord-2002 and the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission Recommendation -2004. 

He also informed the meeting that, the subcommittee on Natural Resources, Land and the 

Environment is not part of the 1991 Constitution, but it has been proposed for inclusion as a 

new chapter, we therefore need to give it serious attention. 

The chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker Report of 2008 and submission for all subcommittees of the Constitutional Review 

Committee and explained them in details. She encouraged the Ministry to come up with 

position paper and to fill the various submission forms. 

Members of the subcommittee also advised members of the Administration to handle the 

document with all importance it deserve. 

During the interactive session, the chairman Mr. Y. E. Sesay highlighted several issues  such 

as Safety at sea, Protection of Marine Environment, Maritime Security, Pollution from ships, 

Compensation for oil spill at sea, collaboration amongst MDA`s, to name a few, and the 

meeting deliberated on and came up with the following recommendations, that: 

 There should be an act to that will contain mandate and functions of the 

Administration 

 That the merchant shipping Act and other related Acts should be domesticated 

 Laws for the pollution of the sea should be domesticated functions 

 Oil spill at sea should be compensated for, but it is not domesticated in our local law 

 There is need for clear line of direction 

 The Act that established the office should be reviewed eg. Positions are established in 

the Act. 

 The proposed pollution bill should be sent to parliament 

 That charges should be reviewed by the board 

 Oil drilling will not pollute the sea 

 We should be adequate logistic to handle disaster at sea 
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 There is need for Admiral court 

 Most companies are not paying their dues 

 Inland water transportation should be improved 

 Government should procure new ferries 

 Environmental protection Agency should prevent banking sea sides from private 

people 

 Ship pollution is based in sea 

 

 

 

Maritime Administration 

 

Maritime Administration and Safety 
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REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH THE PETROLEUM 

DIRECTORATE AT THEIR HILL STATION HEAD QUARTER OFFICE ON 

WEDNESDAY 17TH DECEMBER, 2014 AT 1:30 P.M. 
 

The meeting started with individual silent prayers by all present. 

The meeting was chaired by the director of Administration Mr. Amadu Mansaray. 

In his opening statement, he informed the meeting that their institution received the relevant 

documents from the secretariat and has responded by presenting a position paper to the 

Executive Secretary. 

The chairman furthered stated that, he was of the view that the subcommittee on Natural 

Resources was visiting their office to discuss the issues therein. 

Since committee members were not having copies of the position paper he resubmitted the 

position paper to the committee. On this note, he welcomed us to the Directorate. 

 The acting Chairlady Mrs. Jamesina King informed the meeting that it is a surprise to hear 

that the directorate has presented a position paper, but promise to check with the Executive 

Secretary. 

She inform the Directorate that the issue of  Natural Resources, Land  and the Environment is 

a proposed new chapter to be included in the 1991 constitution of Sierra Leone during this 

review process. 

On this note she advised that, they should look at the consultation as non-political and that 

they should be free to do their contributions as an institution and as individuals and that they 

should be nationalistic. 

The chairperson presented the combined document of the 1991 constitution, and the Dr.Peter 

Tucker report of 2008 and submission forms for all sub-committees of the Constitutional 

Review Committee, as mandated by the chairman.  

 Members of the sub-committee also advised members of the Directorate to handle the 

documents with all importance it deserved. 
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Petroleum Directorate 

 

 

Petroleum Directorate 
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EXPERT ENGEGAMENT ON NATURAL RESOURCES /NATURAL LAND POLICY 

FACILITATOR: MR CYRIL JUSU         22/10/2014 
 

The relevant of environmental management in the national governance structure in those days 

the Gambia use to visit Sierra Leone for training on forestry .Mrs. king ask, what happen 

when these foreigners (Gambia) no longer come to Sierra Leone for training on forestry? Mr. 

Jusu and, that the problem is from all of us. The man from state house asks.  What can be 

done to combat the situation and take us back to that point?  Do we have land for the 

infrastructure development for the country? Mr. Jusu, yes we have land but people have 

occupied the land. Kamara success from PBN ask, how many of our family will have land 

ownership and most of our land are not register , how can we used land document as 

collateral to obtained loan from the banks with this document when they are not register? Mr. 

Jusu, in the land policy you must register your land document.  Why women not consider 

ownership of land? The reason why women are not much considering as ownership is 

because of the tradition. The land of the university of Sierra Leone have be violated the 

commerce land and even the land which the government give to IPAM at Kent have also be 

violated by individuals. According to the laws of the country if you have a land you have to 

protect the land by fencing it. madam mans suggested that if a person own a land in a 

prominent place in the city and do not build on that land they should give them a criteria on 

how to build and what type of structure they should build their, and if the person does not 

meet the requirement he should be given another land in another place. Collins asks who is 

responsible for the planning of the country.  The minis try of land and country planning. 

Madam King asks a question about the land tenure system which one is the best ownership 

family or individuals.                                             

ISSSUES: 

 THE right of a woman to own 

land in sierra leone 

 There are no enough  land for 

the infrastructural 

development for the country 

 Registration of land, and how 

can we used land document as 

collateral when you want to 

obtained loan from the bank 

when it is not register 

 The land of the University of 

Sierra Leone have be 

encroached by outsiders. 

 The land tenure system  

 The benefit a community or 

land owning family derives 

from these mining company 

 For him the individuals ownership in the best.  
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EXPERT ENGAGEMENT ON NATURAL RESOURCES (ENVIRONMENT)  

WILLIAM BANGURA     05/12/14 
 

THE expert engagement came up with these issues and recommendation  

  The new forestry and conservation 

and wildlife policies have been 

developed and approved by cabinet. 

 The forestry act of 1988 is the primary 

legislative guiding forest management 

in sierra leone 

  The forestry division that is geared 

towards transforming Sierra Leone 

through sustainable forest management 

and conservation that will yield 

multiple benefits to present and future 

generations.  

 The wildlife conservation act of 1972 

is the principal legislation the 

management and regulation of wildlife 

and protected areas. 

 The forestry division developed the 

national biodiversity strategic action 

plan. One of the recommendations of 

the document was the creation of a 

network of eight protected areas 

 Government has finalized the creation 

of a national protected area authority 

(NPAA) and the setting up of a 

national conservation trust fund 

(NCTF) for sustainable management 

of the protected areas. 

 The forestry act of 1988 and the 

wildlife conservation act of 1972 are 

currently under reviewing. 

 The issues of greenhouse gas 

reduction through REDD (reduced 

emission from deforestation and 

degradation) which the government 

has opted. 

 The expansion of the pa system to 

secure conservation of a range of 

ecosystems and biodiversity  

 The process of developing a national 

framework for carbon trade is in 

progress 
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EXPERT TRAINING ON NATURAL RESOURCES (ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION)         

 

WILLIAM A B TURKER            19/12/2014 

                            

 

The expert engagement looks at the issues of the environment. 

  

 Look at the problems of the forestry and the solution.-shifting cultivation 

 The negative impact of certain ways of farming - e.g. flooding. And the negative impact 

of changing the use of coal to gas, and we should educate the people of the uses of gases 

 The illegal cutting down of trees, if we allow the cutting down of trees, they timber that 

has Cut down must be process in the country. And after cutting down the trees we need 

to have a way of replacing them by planting the tress (AFERESSTATION) 

 WHAT HAS THE MINING OF  SAND HAS DONE TO THE COMMUNITY, IF WE 

CONTINUE TO MINE SAND AND DIG UP THE GROUND IT WILL COUSE A 

PROBLEM TO THE COUNTRY  

 NOW THE question is that shall we continue to mine sand o0r stop it for the safety of 

our community. 

 There is need for the preservation of post wild life animals. 

 What do we do for people who process coal and mine sand if all these things are band? 

There comes proper planning 

 


